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STAT’S
A FACT

BIG SAM wasn’t a big hit at 
Newcastle.

Lasting little over seven 
months, no manager has 
spent less time in charge of 
the club in the Premier 
League era.

Yesterday’s match against 
West Ham was the first of 
two successive matches 
where former Toon bosses – 
Sam Allardyce and Chris 
Hughton – will host Newcas-
tle.

Before coming to St James’ 
Park, Allardyce enjoyed suc-
cess with Bolton, dragging 
them up from the Champi-
onship and into the UEFA 
Cup.

However, since their 
unceremonious dismissals, 
neither he nor Hughton 
have managed to replicate 
their most successful mana-
gerial spells in their current 
jobs. 

So how have other New-
castle and Sunderland man-
agers fared before and after 
their arrivals? Were their 
tenures in the North East the 
most glittering of their 
careers? Did they thrive – or 
slide – after leaving?

Newcastle have a history 
of appointing managers who 
have driven their previous 
teams up the table. 

Since Keegan brought 
Newcastle into the Premier 
League they have had 10 
managers, eight of whom 
had previous managerial 
experience.

In their club records 
before taking the Newcastle 
job, these managers have, 
on average, increased their 
team’s league position by 5.1 
places from when they took 
the job to when they left. 

The biggest increase 
belongs to current manager 
Alan Pardew, who lifted 
Reading a whopping 36 
places from 20th in League 
One to eighth in the Cham-
pionship.

When these managers 
take over at Newcastle 
though, it’s a different story.

Since Kevin Keegan’s first 
stint in charge, Newcastle 
managers have on average 
improved the club’s stand-
ing by 4.1 places during their 
tenure. 

Keegan took the Magpies 

from 23rd in the old Second 
Division to fourth in the Pre-
mier League when he left – a 
41-place rise.

But taking out King Kev, 
the other Newcastle bosses 
we analysed failed, on aver-
age, to shift their team even 
one place up the table.

And it’s a sorry tale for 
managers after they leave St 
James’ Park as well.

With an average increase 
of just 0.5 places, most man-
agers have failed to recreate 
their pre-Newcastle success 
elsewhere.

Chris Hughton, for exam-
ple, has struggled. Since 
leaving the North East his 
teams average a 13-place 
drop while he has been in 
charge.

Turning to Sunderland, 
the Black Cats have a similar 
problem with managers in 
the Premier League era as 
well. Before going into the 
job, managers have on aver-
age increased their teams’ 
positions by 11 places. 

But while at the helm at 
the Stadium of Light they 
have managed an average 
increase of just 7.2 places.

Things are bleak after-
wards too for an ex-Sunder-
land boss – they drop an 
average of 5.3 places over 
the rest of their careers. 

It would seem then, that 
the majority of managers to 
have taken a job in the North 
East in recent years tend to 
struggle after they leave – a 
fact Alan Pardew will want 
to exploit as Chris Hughton 
welcomes the Magpies to 
Carrow Road on Tuesday.

Bosses’ struggle 
after leaving here

Football analysis 
with DAVID 
DUBAS-FISHER

Quinn relishing derby battle
NEWCASTLE UNITED 
youngster Jonathyn Quinn has 
vowed to make the most of 
every second of tomorrow 
night’s FA Youth Cup clash 
with Sunderland at St James’ 
Park – insisting that he will 
play the game as if it is his last 
against the old enemy.

The Geordie boy has caught 
the eye for both the Under-18s 

and the reserves this season 
and the teenager is the type of 
old fashioned centre-forward 
Toon fans will appreciate.

And  he is hungry to succeed 
against the Wearsiders – and 
make his mark. 

He said: “To play at St James’ 
is amazing in itself but against 
Sunderland, may be the last 
time any of us do that so we 

need to do the club proud.
“I can’t wait for this game on 

Monday. Playing Sunderland 
at St James’ Park doesn’t come 
around too often! 

“It will be be on of my 
proudest moments at the 
club.”

The game kicks off at 7pm 
and the admission is £3 for 
adults and £1 for concessions.United’s Jonathyn Quinn ■

Pardew purring

Ex-Toon boss Hughton ■

Loic Remy celebrates  ■
scoring for United at West 
Ham yesterday. Below (left), 
Yohan Cabaye opens the 
score with a well-placed 
shot, and (below right) Toon 
boss Alan Pardew shakes 
hands with former 
Newcastle No 9 Andy 
Carroll after yesterday’s 3-1 
win at Upton Park


