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STAT’S
A FACT

NEWCASTLE may have 
escaped the recent floods, 
but Manchester City are rid-
ing into St James’ Park this 
weekend on a tidal wave of 
goals.

Manager of the month 
Manuel Pellegrini’s side 
have scored a colossal 57 
goals in the Premier League 
this season – 11 more than 
any other club – and 92 in all 
competitions.

Alan Pardew will therefore 
be hoping for a stellar per-
formance from his defence 
as City look to cement their 
top-four position and push 
on in their bid for the title. 

Certainly it looks like a 
tough task. But how have 
Newcastle fared when they 
have come up against the 
very best sides in the past?

Over the course of the 
Premier League era, New-
castle have met a side in the 
league that has finished in 
the top four 142 times.

Of these encounters they 
have managed to win just 
23. That’s a meagre win ratio 
of 16%.

However, things are 
slightly rosier at home. 

In front of their own crowd 
the Magpies have managed 
to win 18 of the 71 games 
played, a win ratio of 25%. 
Only 39% of these games 
have ended in a loss.

Since Newcastle were 
promoted to the Premier 
League in 1993 there have 
been a total of 12 teams to 
finish inside the top-four 
slots – Arsenal, Aston Villa, 
Blackburn, Chelsea, Ever-
ton, Leeds, Liverpool, Man-
chester City, Manchester 
United, Newcastle, Notting-
ham Forest and Tottenham 
Hotspur.

Leeds United have proven 
to be Newcastle’s favoured 
opponent of the bunch. 
Three of the six games played 
between the two teams in 
the season when Leeds fin-
ished in the top four ended 
in a Newcastle victory. 

At the other end of the 
scale, the two Manchester 
clubs have proven the most 
difficult teams for Newcastle 
to overcome.

When it comes to United, 
the Magpies have won just 
10% of the games that the 

two teams played against 
each other. 

United have also racked 
up the most Premier League 
goals against Newcastle – 77 
in total, including 35 at St 
James’ Park.

That includes the 6-2 
defeat in April 2003 – a sea-
son which saw two eight-
goal games between the two 
sides, including the 5-3 
defeat at Old Trafford.

But how have Newcastle 
stood up against City?

Well, since they started to 
finish inside the top four, the 
Blues have won every single 
league encounter between 
the two sides. 

Games between the two 
clubs have also proved to be 
the most prolific in terms of 
goals per game.

In total, 397 goals have 
been scored in games 
between Newcastle and a 
side which went on to finish 
in the top four.

Over the course of 142 
games, that works out as an 
average of 2.8 goals every 
game. 

However, games against 
City buck this trend. In the 
six games between the two 
sides there have been a total 
of 21 goals. That’s 3.5 per 
game. 

And the goal tally is mas-
sively in favour of the Man-
chester club – who have 
scored 17 to Newcastle’s 
four.

So batten down the hatch-
es – because history suggests 
that unless Newcastle are at 
their very best then they 
might just get swept away.

Prolific City riding 
on crest of a wave

ArSENAL manager Arsene 
Wenger is confident fit-again 
German forward Lukas Podol-
ski can have a big impact as the 
Gunners look to last the dis-
tance in the Premier League 
title race.

With Theo Walcott sidelined 
for the rest of the season and 
out of the World Cup after suf-
fering a serious knee injury in 
the closing stages of the FA Cup 
win over Tottenham last week-

end, Arsenal are in need of 
some attacking options to sup-
port lead frontman Olivier Gir-
oud.

Podolski marked his return 
from four months out with a 
torn hamstring to come off the 
bench and score in the 3-1 win 
at West Ham on Boxing Day.

Although the 28-year-old 
was then somewhat subdued 
when handed a start in a cen-
tral attacking role for the New 

Year’s Day game against Car-
diff, Wenger is in no doubt of 
what Podolski can bring to the 
side when firing on all cylin-
ders.

“Podolski has been out for 
four months and after being 
available, it doesn’t mean you 
are competitive in the Premier 
League – it takes some time to 
come back,” said Wenger, 
whose side head to Aston Villa 
tomorrow night looking to sus-

tain their position at the top of 
the table.

“He is working hard. This 
week he looked sharper in 
training, so he is getting closer 
now to being completely fit 
again.

“If there is one (player) you 
want to see in front of the goal 
in a shooting position, it is him 
because Podolski is certainly 
one of the best finishers I have 
ever seen.”

Podolski can give us forward momentum

20 minutes from time and then added a 
late penalty to complete his hat-trick 
and seal Sunderland’s biggest win of the 
season.

Poyet said: “When you have a player 
like Johnno who plays as he did yester-
day, it makes the difference at any level.

“It was a great afternoon for him, but 
to be honest he has played well for the 
last two or three weeks.

“I always believe that there is a respon-
sibility on the player, but there are also 
certain players who need the team to 
play well – or at least a certain way.

“We were looking to get that style of 
play, so that he could take advantage 
and make a difference.

“We were getting close but just 
couldn’t get to that next level. Yesterday 
though, it clicked.

“Johnno has characteristics and he 
needs to play for a team that passes the 
ball and gives him the ball at the right 
time, and where he has the space to go 
and break forward.

“It’s not as though you can just go into 
any system and just play.

“In the last few weeks, the team has 
been more solid and that has given 
Johnno the freedom to go and  
perform.

“He can have good days and bad days, 
but he has the quality to make a differ-
ence.”

At 26, Johnson is not a youngster any 
more but Poyet hopes his best years are 
still ahead of him.

He said: “Normally, when you get to 
26-27 there are no more excuses.

“You are experienced enough, but you 

are not old so you still have the pace and 
the ability. I hope we will see the best of 
Johnno now.”

With Crystal Palace losing at Spurs, 
this win was enough to lift Sunderland 
off the foot of the table for the first time 
since November.

And they are now just one point away 
from clambering out of the bottom three 
for the first time since August.

Poyet said: “I’m going to be looking at 
the table every two minutes, because to 
be always at the bottom is not very nice!

“results today brought seven or eight 
teams in there.

“It’s going to be tense, but at least we 
are off the bottom and moving up, so 
let’s see if we can maintain that.

“If we maintain this level of perform-
ance, I have no doubts we will stay up.”

Johnno can keep us     up 
and go to the World     Cup 
says thrilled Poyet
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